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WASHINGTON 25, D, C. 
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NEWSLETTER TOPICS 


This issue of Newsletter Topics is devoted entirely to examples of news- 
letter features from various parts of the country. They were selected 
because they show what ‘can be done with subjects at hand when the news- 
letter staff makes a real attempt to produce a publication that has 
local reader appeal. = 


Wor Prospective Members Only ) 


Last«Spring we “had a waiting list of nearly five hundred persons; today, 
notwithstanding we have done our darnest to catch up» we are still over. 
Six hundred behind. Last Spring we placed orders for $200,000 worth 

of line material and later for $500,000 worth more. If it all had been 
Shipped to us, paying for it would have bankrupted us and the Lord only 


knows where we could have stored it, From this multiplicity of orders 


we are receiving a mere trickle of material--only a fraction of ovr 
need, It seems there is, always; a shortage of one article or another, 
If it isn't transformers it is hardware; if it isn't hardware, it is 
poles, or line wire or meters or insulators or the Lord knows what, and 
above all; the constant menace of a break down in our power supply. 


But even if we are go fortunate as to secure a sufficient supply of 
material, we would be unable to hook up prospective members as rapidly 
aS we would like. We have only three gangs of men we can use for that 
purpose and their primary function is the maintenance of our existing 
lines and so much repair work is urgently needed that a large part of 
their time has_to be devoted to that purpose. Additional gangs can 
not be recruited. at a moment's notice. Linemen; unlike poets, are 
made not just born; and it takes considerable time to train a man to 
handle a hot wire at the top of a forty-foot pole in such weather as 
we have been having at this time, without danger to himself and others. 


We endeavor to connect prospective members to the high line in chrono- 
logical order, unless there is good--and we mean good--reason for 


doing otherwise. 


Please do not have a fit if your neighbor's house is hooked up before 


.yours», even if yours was inspected first. There may have been and 


doubtless are good and sufficient reasons for so doing. Of one thing 
you may be assured, the Directors will have shown no partiality. 

They have learned by bitter experience the truth of the o1@ Roman adage s 
"Frustra laborat qui omnibus placere studct", He labors in vain who 
tries to please everyone. Don't complain if some one is hooked up who 
was inspected after you were; instead, rejoice and be exceedingly glads 
for it proves that your time is close at hand, 
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Now for ae ae ne dolla We 
: before I can receive current?” | 


come plentiful; if so, we shall at once secure a oe an conn 
all of you as soon as it can be done. Help us pay er. Mary 
Electric Cooperative » eee ann 
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vantage point of the cater ‘behind a TOW | lor cows has. schened” aval ar aed 
of the day when he could push a button and have, the stuff loaded | in the 
Eee Presto! Chango: 


Alex Rabeler of Bovina ‘Center has in actual operation - on his farm: the ae 
newest and latest labor saving device we have seen. It is an endless — oe 
chain gutter cleaner which in 12 minutes flat will clean the gutters _ aoe 
back of 40 cows, The cost of power to drive the equipment will -be ee 
under 2¢.a day with power at 2¢ per KWH. The only cost to ‘consider is the 
initial investment and if farm labor costs stay-anywhere near what they ar 
“now, the Seater: paves: wee soon take careof HO 
On ‘Aereit 3.3 a. ale +130 RMS this equipment wih be demonstrated at nee 
__Rabeler Farm, County Farm Bureau Agent Denton, as well as. factory repre- 
- sentatives from the company which makes the. barn cleaner» wilt “be. there 
gto answer your 2 about this equipment: ; p : 
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wae also has the only barn hay- -aryer on the Go. -op “line so. some of you Pah: 
_ will wont LO: 8 ee “thats /COGg tana oS pte See cate 
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Shee Z ' es a re eat 
$3 oi forward to seeing you at Rabeler's on the ords. Bring _ 
Junior and the hired man,» too. They will look at the future f dairy- 
ae _ ing in an entirely different Tee after they have seen this” dae 
ap tion. --Delaware ee Electric Co- “Op: Delhi, New Sere a ace BS eet 
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yest ofe Gd ae City had reason is rejoice ot ae ca: fav 
_ waiting for a long, long time, since a wireman finished wirtr 
a buildings; which was on a March 20, 19h6. . 


Mt ‘the present we have a backlog of 98 farm onae yiped: and 
for: pomnect ton, the oldest since April bs ee and 


f 


SCRE Ee Ree ay Mee ban: 
sated Ses 
es , * a fi 
¥ ut BANG tvs ey 


. During the year 1946, we brought service to 
‘expect to do as well or better this year, providing 
we are & ) get the required materiql. But there is the rib; | So.-tar 
this year we have added 26 more.’ The material situation is getting more — 
critical day by day; it is more serious now than it over has been since 
we started back in November of 1938, with the exception of poles, Line == ~ 
_ poles which were the bottle-neck. in 1945 are plentiful now. Transformers 
are hard to get, and line conductor, or wire, both bare and covered seem 
_ to have. faded off the market, .What' little we are able to get is on ordcrs ~ 
that in most instances were placed back in 1945,--St, Croix County Elec- 
tric Cooperative Incorporated, Baldwin, Wisconsin, ae 
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Hunter's Trouble 


As this article is being written, we have just gotten through viewing 
a broken insulator on one of our oil circuit breakers which controlled 
outages on lines South of Ft. Recovery. This insulator had definitely 
been broken by rifle shot. It had been hanging on the line causing 
trouble for some time and finally put some 30 miles of line out oF « 
commission, adding to our storm trouble. I presume this was done by Cans 
boys who could find no dther mark to shoot as it would be inconceivable: ay 
that a grownup person would do such a thing. Recently, on a nearby ‘ 
project, boys with rifies were picked up shooting insulators and weré ~~ . 
severely handled by the law. If any of our members observe this kind : 
of vandalism, they should report it at once as service is too import=-" — 
ant to let those things go by unnoticed. Parenta should see to 
it that their sons are cautioned against doing such things as are 
above mentioned.--Midwest Electric Incorporated, St. Marys» Ohio. 
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Werd's Chapel Church 


In August, 1938; electricity was brought to Ward's Chapel Church, which 
is 120 years old and the oldest church still standing in Nottoway 
County. é . 


Mies Sarah Farmer who is secretary-treasurcr of Ward's Chapel Sunday 
School, in e letter to the Cooperative, describes the activities here 
in the following paragraph: Hee 


"Te Sunday School rooms at this Church serve in many ways a8 @ 
Community Center. AAA and other agricultural mectings have been held 
here,» suppers have been held for organizations, such as. the Kiwanis i 
Club, oyster suppers are held by the Womans' Society of Christian Som 
Services and it is“uscd for various other uses. Electricity has added 
-ercatly to the enjoyment we derive from our church building."--Southside ~ 
Electric Cooperatives Crewe, Virginia. © uiecs 
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ae Among: ¢ Co 20 Members: 


Fenty Mr. oa ay Hoodies Styled ethonsa ieee ong 
poles was burning. We feel sure. that. Mr. Weoaveee. wa: . 
es Re that: much of his time for the. protection Or. ‘valuable _proper er 


wthic Calt. Yet eae de. you fe ae Datote that by ‘this ‘courtesy you we 
-gaved the inconvenience of being without electricity Cor perhaps sev 
hours. This might have resulted in more 08 a loss to you. than 
the inconvenience of being without lights To ‘the Co- -op it would hax 
been a line down anda pole to be replaced, with all the expenses: Loe 
labor and materials involved. We apprec iat te this act of Mr. Woodward’ 3 
and similar acts of other members, which have helped your Co- -Op linemen : 
to keep the electricity reaching you with as few interruptions as poss ible.-- 
 Talgquin Electric Cooperative » TCD en rees Quincy» See cen, thy ed 
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Fron as Na Aimatec nates waar aun meter ‘from’ stool, tha ist bom. 2 
say wo junk it, Mostly these meters have boen iy by lightning. - However » 
the junk man will pay us nothing for the old mettr since-they say ‘it | 
costs more to take it apart than the few cents ron of old- metal it. 
contains. ieee , c aa ne ex arte irs 
“Now a boy can get a ee! of oes out of taking one of ‘these old meters — eae 
: apart, hee one contains a p aenS ye Sel Siete wheels and, a lot of fine wire. : 


If you are 2 boy and want one of these ies ee usa eas Lenten: 

: about yourself and why you would like one of these meters (free). If 
ro t take care of you immediately we will as soon as we get another -— 
one andyour turn comes up. Such things are. important. --Hancock-Wood 2 ae 
pe ooer te Co-operative » North Baltimore, Ohio. is wey, 2 i 
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Docs A Moter Lie? 


Yes! But, 99-50/100% of the time it is in the consumer's favor. Why? 
_ Because they are similar to a watch--after a number of years of usages they 
aed down from dirt and wear in the jewels pueranaeeerera geese 


bAnout the only thing that wean make it run fast is a short or ground caused 
by ee: or & surge cf high volt age --which very Sp eeehee a tee ~ 
Out of 100 neters tested Arter ee. in service two. veo one was ‘ound ‘50% 
be 2% fast; 73 were correct to 3% Slow;. eo; were 3, If ‘to 5% slow; and ue was. 
«8 s low--usually the fast meters are found to be from the liberal ‘use of 
st appliances and lights, yet one does not realize the KWH used over a 30- -day 
sie period. --Douglas Electric Se ee Incorporated, Roscburg ORB EOLte 
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There aro. ‘some things on ocr Operating Report that go up path some ‘tne 

that keep going down and some go up and down. You will notice that i 

average oe enavi gn going up by ‘the years but it goes up and down by | 
the month, The billed consumers just go up all the time and so do the 

miles of Line We wish. we could keep the number of late payments 

aa down all the time, but they just seem to kecp going up instead-~ 

eo "Brion County Rural Electric Cooperative. Pri imghar » eae 


‘5 Project Paragraphs _ 


Did someone: “say that REA Go. ops are tax exempt? Taxes paid by your — 
+ Co-op last year amounted to $8,530.75 and included stock certificate | 
at tax, corporation franchise tax, sales tax on meter ial and consumers | 

service bills, Federal unemployment tax, social security tax; pvopeeen 
tax. withholding tax and State unemployment tax,--Laclede Electric — 
re ey Lebanon,” Missouri. , . 


